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Rubric for General Education Writing 
 
 

Criteria Superior 
5 

Good 
4 

Average 
3 

Below 
Average 

2 

Unacceptable 
or Non-
Existent 

1 

THESIS 

The thesis 
addresses the 
prompt early in 
the assignment 
and in a 
surprisingly 
strong and 
creative way.  It 
states the 
subject and 
argument with 
clear, concise 
language. 

The thesis 
contains a clear 
subject and 
argument and 
is placed close 
to the 
beginning of 
the 
assignment.  It 
properly 
addresses the 
prompt. 

The thesis is 
topically 
correct, but it 
lacks a strong 
argument. 

The thesis is 
difficult to 
locate due to 
placement or is 
difficult to follow 
due to illogical 
phrasing. 

The thesis is 
entirely off topic 
and/or does not 
present the 
essay’s 
argument.  
Perhaps there 
is no thesis. 

SUPPORT 

Information 
clearly relates 
to the main 
topic; it 
includes 
several 
supporting 
details and 
examples that 
strongly 
support the 
topic.  If there is 
a word count 
requirement, it 
meets or 
exceeds that 
number. 

Information 
relates to the 
main topic; it 
provides at 
least two strong 
main points 
and/or 
examples.  The 
word count 
requirement is 
met. 

Information 
relates to the 
main topic.  It 
provides at 
least two main 
points; more 
details 
underneath 
each point 
would have 
been helpful.  
The word count 
requirement is 
met. 

Information 
relates to the 
main topic, but 
more details 
are necessary 
for solidly 
proving the 
thesis. 

Information is 
inconsistent or 
entirely off 
topic.  The 
paper may be 
far too short. 

ORGANI- 
ZATION 

Information is 
very well 
organized with 
strong topic 
sentences, 
several 
transitions, and 
well-
constructed 
paragraphs and 
subheadings. 

Information is 
well organized 
with good topic 
sentences and 
well-
constructed 
paragraphs. 

Information is 
organized, but 
paragraphs 
aren’t well-
constructed; 
minor problems 
may lie with 
topic sentences 
or lack of 
transitions. 

Information is in 
the right order, 
but it is either 
all in one 
paragraph or 
divided into 
inappropriate 
sections. 

Information is 
disorganized.  
There may not 
be a logical 
order to the 
information, or 
the information 
seems 
randomly 
placed. 
 

	 	



2	
	 	 2/28/2014	

Criteria Superior 
5 

Good 
4 

Average 
3 

Below 
Average 

2 

Unacceptable 
or Non-
Existent 

1 

CRITICAL 
THINKING 

Critical 
thinking skills 
exceed 
expectations; 
the author 
demonstrates 
use of 
synthesis- 
and/or 
evaluation-
level thinking.  
The examples 
are logical and 
are 
compelling, 
enlightening, 
and/or 
entertaining. 

The author 
demonstrates 
effective 
critical thinking 
skills and the 
ability to apply 
concepts 
practically 
using 
analysis-level 
thinking skills.  
The examples 
are 
appropriate 
and 
interesting. 

The author 
demonstrates 
some critical 
thinking, but 
this is mostly 
done via 
application and 
comprehension 
of the subject 
matter. 

The author 
writes at the 
comprehension-
and knowledge-
level of thinking.  
The examples 
could be more 
creatively 
presented and 
should explore 
more. 

The author 
shows minor or 
incorrect 
application of 
concepts or 
may only 
demonstrate 
the most basic 
of knowledge 
skills on this 
topic.  The 
examples 
indicate a lack 
of 
understanding 
about the 
assignment 
and/or the topic 
being covered. 

GRAMMAR 

The paper is 
very well 
written, with 
zero to 
five*minor 
grammatical, 
spelling, or 
punctuation 
errors. 

The paper is 
well written 
with only one 
*major or six 
to ten*minor 
grammatical, 
spelling, or 
punctuation 
errors. 

The paper 
contains two or 
three *major or 
eleven to 
fifteen *minor 
grammatical 
spelling, or 
punctuation 
errors. 

Comprehension 
is hindered at 
times due to 
four or five 
*major and/or 
more than 
fifteen *minor 
grammatical, 
spelling, or 
punctuation 
errors. 

The paper is 
difficult to read 
due to a 
multitude of 
grammatical, 
spelling, and/or 
punctuation 
errors. 

WORD 
CHOICES 

The author 
uses a 
college-level 
vocabulary 
throughout the 
assignment. 

There are one 
or two 
problems with 
word choice, 
awkward 
phrasing, or 
inconsistent 
point of view. 

There are three 
or four 
problems with 
word choice, 
awkward 
phrasing, or 
inconsistent 
point of view.  
There may be a 
minor problem 
with use of 
clichés. 

There are five 
or six problems 
with word 
choice, 
awkward 
phrasing, or 
inconsistent 
point of view.  
There may be a 
moderate 
problem with 
use of clichés. 

There are far 
too many 
problems with 
word choice, 
awkward 
phrasing, or 
inconsistent 
point of view.  
Clichés may be 
excessive. 

	

*Major errors often affect a reader’s initial understanding of a writer’s meaning and typically include subject-verb agreement errors, 
fragments, and run-on sentences.  Minor errors include items like misspelled words (or typos), missing or misplaced articles or 
prepositions, missing or misplaced commas or apostrophes, pronoun-antecedent agreement errors, and inconsistent application of 
capitalization rules. 


